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The Maine Chapter’s 1991 Annual Meeting 
Saturday, August 3rd
Aerial view of Bellier Cove, one of several Conservancy-protected sites on Cobscook Bay. 
Overflights of the bay are one offering during a full day of Annual Meeting field trips.
J. his summer, the Maine Chapter invites you to 
experience “Down East” Washington County, home of 
blueberries, bogs, bald eagles and the Bold Coast.
During our Annual Meeting on Saturday August 3rd, 
you’ll experience the essence of Down East Maine, 
beginning with boat trips and ending with a lobster 
bake.
Following a full day of exciting field trips and a brief 
business meeting at the Whiting Town Hall, join us at 
Tide Mill Farm on Cobscook Bay to enjoy a social hour 
at the water’s edge, a lobster and chicken cook-out, and 
an evening of inspiring words about the Conservancy 
and conservation in Maine.
Weather permitting, we’ll be outside for almost the 
entire day—so bring warm clothes and a big appetite.
Continued next page
The Maine Chapter’s 1991 Annual Meeting 
Saturday, August 3rd
Schedule of Events
Field Trips, 7:30 a.m.- 3 p.m. Please see 
opposite page for Annual Meeting Field 
Trip descriptions.
Registration, 3:30 p.m., Whiting Town 
Hall, Whiting. Refreshments available.
Business Meeting, 4-5 p.m., Whiting 
Town Hall.
Late Registration and Social Hour, 5-6 
p.m., Tide Mill Farm, Edmunds.
Lobster Bake and Chicken Barbeque, 6- 
7:30 p.m.
Special Guest Speaker and Presentation of 
Awards will follow dinner.
Above:
Tide Mill Farm.
Left: Field trip 
participants in 
Frenchman’s 
Bay.
Right: Seals 
hauled out on 
sunny rocks in 
Machias Bay.
Annual Meeting Registration Form
Registration fee of $5.00 is required of all participants in any of the day’s events. The dinner price includes afternoon 
refreshments, hors d’oeuvres, drinks and full course meal. Please register as soon as possible, but no later than July 20.
Annual Meeting field trip #______  No. of persons ______  x $____________ $____________
Alternate trip choice #______
l'/2-lb. lobster dinner(s) No.
Grilled Half-Chicken dinner(s) No.
Required of everyone: Registration(s) No.
Clip and mail
with check to:
Maine Chapter
The Nature Conservancy
P.O. Box 338
Topsham, Maine 04086
Phone: 207 - 729-5181
________  x $20.00 $____________
________  x $20.00 $____________
________  x $5.00 $____________
Total enclosed $____________
NAME_________________________________________________________________________________________________
ADDRESS _________________________________________________________ ___ _______________________________
TELEPHONE (HOME)____________________________________ (WORK)____________________________________
(Please list phone numbers accurate from May to August.)
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Annual Meeting Field Trips
Note: Please read the guidelines for our summer field trip pro­
gram—see insert. In particular, participants onfield trips over 
the noon hour should bring lunch unless otherwise noted. 
Saturday Field Trips:
1 A.. East Machias River Canoe Trip (East Machias) 
WHEN: Sat., Aug. 3, 7:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
MEET AT: Whiting Town Hall, Route 1 
COST: $45
LIMIT: 25 people (Moderate)
Canoe the upper section of the East Machias River, a mixture 
of extensive meadowlands and mixed growth forests. The river is 
primarily flat water with one or two easy riffles. Sunrise County 
Canoe Expeditions will provide all transportation and equip­
ment as well as a delicious hot lunch. They are also donating 
part of their proceeds back to the Conservancy.
LEADERS: John Albright, Director, Natural Heritage Program; 
Sunrise County Canoe Expedition staff members.
. Cobscook Bay Boat Trip: Eagles, Islands and Inlets 
(Lubec)
WHEN: Sat., Aug. 3, 8 to 11:30 a.m.
MEET AT: Lubec Town Dock 
COST: $35 per person 
LIMIT: 35 people (At sea)
Wild, remote, sparsely populated Cobscook Bay is a vital 
stronghold for breeding bald eagles. Dozens of species of water­
fowl breed, migrate through or winter here, and in the late sum­
mer the bay’s extensive mudflats host thousands of migrating 
shorebirds. See Conservancy-protected lands of the bay, includ­
ing Hog and Long Island preserves, Bellier Cove, and Wilbur 
Neck.
LEADERS: Mark McCullough, Assistant Project leader, MDIFW 
Endangered and Nongame Wildlife Program; Julie Henderson, 
Maine Chapter Associate Director, Science and Stewardship; Boat 
Captain George Harris (853-4303).
3 A. Englishman’s Bay Boat Trip (Jonesport) 
WHEN: Sat., Aug. 3, 9:00 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. 
MEET AT: Jonesport Public Boat Landing, just off Route 
187, approx. 1 mile east of bridge to Beals.
COST: $35 per person 
LIMIT: 25 people (At sea/on shore)
Watch for eagles as the boat leaves the historical seaport of 
Jonesport and cruises through Seguin Passage, past Mark Island 
Preserve and on into magnificent Englishman’s Bay. The 
islands of Englishman’s Bay “possess a magical quality and an 
exciting sense of remoteness and rugged beauty.” Look for 
wildlife as the excursion passes by Western Brothers Island and 
Halifax Island, both protected by the Conservancy. We will 
loop back to the Roque Island group, where we will stop for a 
brown bag lunch on 
Roque Island’s beau­
tiful white sand 
beach.
LEADERS: Jim 
Dow, Maine Chapter 
Director of Land Pro­
tection; Boat Captain 
Barna Norton, Jones­
port (497-5933).
4A . Through the Eagle’s Eye: Plane Rides over Cobscook 
Bay
WHEN: Sat., Aug. 3, 9 a.m. through 1 p.m., every hour on 
the hour; specify hour preference
MEET AT: Eastport Airport 
COST: $30 per person 
LIMIT: 2 to 4 people per plane ride
There may be no better way to gain a feeling for the beauty 
and intricacies of Cobscook Bay than by taking a half-hour flight 
over this unique body of water. Conservancy staff members will 
be aboard to describe the islands, towns and inlets in and around 
Cobscook Bay during this memorable adventure. Highly weather- 
and wind-dependent.
LEADERS: Kent Wommack, Maine Chapter Associate Director; 
Johanna Thomas, Maine Chapter Communications Coordinator; 
pilots Spike Haible and Robert Kuehn.
5 A. Dougherty Cove/Straight Bay Walk (Lubec) 
WHEN: Sat., Aug. 3, 11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
MEET AT: Whiting Town Hall, Route 1 
COST: $4 per person 
LIMIT: 20 people (Easy)
Learn about the successes of Quoddy Regional Land Trust by 
taking a leisurely walk at Dougherty Cove, location of the trust’s 
first conservation easement and home of the trust’s board mem­
ber Nancy Nielson. While participants enjoy the breathtaking 
views of Straight Bay, an important waterfowl habitat, Nancy will 
describe the land trust’s work locally and also explain conservation 
easements from a donor’s perspective.
LEADER: Nancy Nielson, Quoddy Regional Land Trust.
6A. Tide Mill Farm (Edmunds) 
when: Sat., Aug. 3, 1:30-3:00 p.m. 
MEET AT: Tide Mill Farmhouse off Route 1 
COST: $4 per person 
LIMIT: 20 people (Easy)
In 1990, the Bell Family of Tide Mill Farm worked with the 
Land for Maine’s Future Board to protect the farm’s 1520 acres 
and 5 miles of shoreline through an innovative combination of 
easements and purchase of development rights. While ensuring 
public access to the property for recreation, the arrangement 
also provides for continued traditional land uses. Explore the 
fields, forests and spectacular views of Cobscook Bay while 
learning the history of the farm and first-hand information 
about this conservation achievement.
LEADER: Terry Bell, 7th-generation family member to live on Tide 
Mill Farm. Continued on page 4
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More Annual Meeting Field Trips
7 A.. Larrabee Heath Preserve (Machiasport)
WHEN: Sat., Aug. 3, 11 a.m. to 2 p.m.
MEET AT: Fort O’Brien parking lot on Route 92 at the 
southern end of Machiasport
COST: $8 per person
LIMIT: 15 people (Moderate)
Larrabee Heath sits in a valley in the middle of the Machiasport 
peninsula, where the climate is cool and moist. The heath is an 
excellent example of a coastal raised peatland, a type that occurs in 
North America only in a narrow band along the coast from Mount 
Desert to the Canadian Maritimes. Come learn more about the 
ecology of this special place that is uniquely “Down East.”
LEADER: Peter Blanchard, Conservancy land steward and 
naturalist.
Sunday Field Trips:
8 A.. South Lubec Sand Bar Shorebird Ecology
(South Lubec)
WHEN: Sun., Aug. 4, 8 to 11 a.m.
MEET AT: Lubec Town Landing, across from Tipp’s 
Restaurant
COST: $8 per person 
LIMIT: 15 people (Easy)
South Lubec Sand Bar is one of Maine’s most important 
stopover and feeding areas for migrating shorebirds, who arrive 
in late summer to feed on the nutrient-rich mud flats that are 
exposed during low tides. See semi-palmated sandpipers, black- 
bellied and semi-palmated plovers, sanderlings and ruddy turn­
stones that congregate by the thousands to feast on insects, 
worms and other invertebrates.
LEADER: Mark McCullough, Assistant Project Leader, Maine 
Endangered and Nongame Wildlife Program.
9A . Great Wass Island Intertidal Ecology (Beals)
WHEN: Sun., Aug. 4, 10 a.m. to 2 p. m.
MEET AT: Preserve parking lot
COST: $8 per person
LIMIT: 15 people (Moderate)
One of the Chapter’s most spectacular properties, Great Wass 
Island Preserve offers jack pine woodlands, raised peatlands, and 
miles of rocky shoreline and intertidal flats. Many fascinating 
plants and animals live in the intertidal zone; we will learn
Thar She Blows!
On Sunday, half-day 
whale watching 
expeditions leave from 
Eastport at 7 a.m. and 
1:30 p.m. For more 
information, contact 
Captain Butchie 
Harris in Eastport 
at 853-4303.
about these species 
and their complex 
relationships as we 
hike along the shore.
LEADER: Brian Beal, 
Assistant Professor of 
Marine Ecology, 
University of Maine, 
Machias.
An Enriching Tale: 
Funding Fundy Fun
The Long-Term Income Fund
Neil and Jane Fowler plan to spend two months sailing off Maine’s 
Down East coast and in the Bay of Fundy. 
The Fowlers look forward to experienc­
ing the Fundy coast’s extraordinary tidal 
flow. A young couple on a honeymoon? 
Not exactly. Both are in their mid-sev­
enties. This summer the couple will have 
a little more retirement income to spend 
on their sailing adventure thanks to a gift 
they made to The Nature Conservancy.
About 20 years ago, Neil bought stock 
in a western transportation company, 
and the shares appreciated as the years 
passed. The couple’s dilemma was 
straightforward. If they sold the shares 
they would be taxed heavily on the cap­
ital gain. Unfortunately, holding the 
stock was not a good idea either. The 
yield was low, less than the return on a 
passbook savings account.
An article about the Conservancy’s 
Planned Giving Program pointed Neil, 
a lifelong birder and volunteer nation­
al wildlife refuge guide, toward the kind 
of solution he’d thought was impossi­
ble. The couple decided to donate the 
appreciated stock to the Conservancy’s 
Long-Term Income Fund, which now
pays Neil and Jane an income for life. 
This plan addressed Neil’s and Jane’s 
financial needs as well as their strong 
environmental interests.
“If I had sold the stock and then had 
to pay capital gains taxes on it,” Neil 
pointed out, “I could not have invest­
ed the remainder to receive the income 
I’m receiving now.”
The couple’s gift to the Long-Term 
Income Fund accomplished four goals 
they thought important: avoidance of 
capital gains tax, enhancement of 
income from a low-yielding asset, pro­
vision of a large income tax deduction, 
and helping The Nature Conservancy 
protect habitat for endangered species.
Neil explained why he and Jane were 
excited by the plan: “The donation will 
go to support work I’m deeply interest­
ed in and will improve our financial sit­
uation as well.”
Members who would like to explore 
a possible gift to the Long-Term Income 
Fund may contact Bill McCue at the 
Maine Chapter office (207-729-5181).
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Summer Field Trips
Once again we are happy to offer you the opportunity to visit a number of Maine Chapter preserves and recent 
projects. To help you prepare for your trip, we provide the 
following guidelines and suggestions.
• FOR TRIPS ON LAND
Easy: A relaxed walk of two miles or less over reasonably 
gentle terrain, with frequent stops.
Moderate: A longer hike of two to five miles, often not on 
a trail.
Strenuous: Only for the fit and energetic; sustained cross­
country hiking that may require bush whacking or bog 
slogging.
• FOR BOAT TRIPS
At sea: Remain on boat for the entire trip.
On shore: At least one island stop, using small boats to 
ferry people to shore. Usually no docks; landing may be 
slippery, expect wet feet.
Remember that weather at sea is very different than that on 
shore and can change rapidly during the day. Bring plenty of 
extra clothes, including extra socks and footgear for island land­
ings. We travel on open boats; each has a small cabin but the 
best views require dressing for exposure to wind, rain and sun.
• ADDITIONAL GUIDELINES
If a trip takes place over the noon hour, bring a lunch. We 
do not provide lunch unless otherwise noted. Please bring 
something to drink on all trips. Wear appropriate footwear: 
sturdy shoes/boots for any hike; boat shoes or sneakers on boats; 
rubber boots are a good idea for island landings and bog walks.
Bring binoculars, camera, field guides, insect repellent, sun­
screen, etc., to make your day more enjoyable.
Our field trips are led by experts who volunteer to share their 
knowledge with us. A member of the Chapter staff will also 
accompany each trip. Please make their job easier, and your trip 
more pleasant, by following the above guidelines. Thank you.
1. Indian and Fowl Meadow Islands Canoe Trip
(Upper Kennebec River)
WHEN: Saturday, May 11, 9:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.
MEET AT: Parking lot near large Indian statue on Route
201 in Skowhegan 
COST: $10 per person 
LIMIT: 8 canoes
Located in the less-developed reaches of the upper Kennebec 
River, Indian and Fowl Meadow Islands support undisturbed 
floodplain forest communities. The river trip between Solon and 
North Anson is over fast, flat water. We will stop on Indian 
Island Preserve for lunch, early fiddleheads, and spring wild­
flowers. Participants must provide their own canoes, paddles, life 
jackets, and lunches. Some canoeing experience required.
LEADERS: Sue Gawler, Ecologist, Maine Natural Heritage Pro- 
gram; Julie Henderson, Maine Chapter Associate Director of Science 
and Stewardship.
2. Old-growth Forest Ecology of Big Reed Forest
Reserve (T8R10, T8R11, WELS) 
WHEN: Saturday, June 1, 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
MEET AT: Four Seasons Motel (207-435-8255), Presque 
Isle Road, Ashland 
COST: $35 per person 
LIMIT: 15 people (Strenuous)
The Maine Chapter recently added over 1,000 acres to the 
Big Reed Forest Reserve, protecting the entire watershed of 
Big Reed Pond and making this the Chapter’s largest preserve. 
Our guides will help us appreciate the dynamics of this remark­
able old-growth forest as we explore the area around either 
Buckley or Big Reed Pond.
LEADERS: Linda Alverson, Seven Islands Land Company forester; 
Morton Moehs, graduate student, University of Maine, Orono, 
studying forest ecology at Big Reed Forest Reserve.
3. Rachel Carson Salt Pond - Life in a Tide Pool
(New Harbor)
WHEN: Saturday, June 8, 1 to 4 p.m.
MEET AT: Salt Pond Preserve, Route 32, 1 mile east of 
New Harbor
COST: $10 per person 
LIMIT: 18 people (Easy)
People have been coming to this one-quarter-acre tide pool 
for years to delight at the creatures within. In fact, it was here 
that Rachel Carson gathered some of the material for her book, 
The Edge of the Sea. Under the guidance of an expert marine 
biologist, we will spend the afternoon getting to know intertidal 
residents and visitors to the pool. Wading shoes or sneakers rec­
ommended. Children are welcome.
LEADER: Mary Agnes Wine, marine biologist, Bowdoin College.
4« Great Wass Island Archipelago Boat Trip
(Jonesport)
WHEN: Saturday, June 15, 9:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
MEET AT: Jonesport Public Boat Landing, just off Route 
187 about one mile east of the bridge to Beals
COST: $40 per person
LIMIT: 24 people (At sea/on shore)
Sharing the same climate as its sub-arctic neighbors to the 
north, the Great Wass Island archipelago provides habitat for 
nesting bald eagles and several species of rare plants, as well as 
large numbers of harbor seals and seabirds. The day will be spent 
boating around a dozen islands protected by the Conservancy, 
including Little Hardwood Island, Man Islands, and Black 
Island preserves. During a lunch break on Mistake Island Pre­
serve we will learn about its unusual heath community and sub­
arctic plant species, including the lovely bird’s eye primrose and 
Hooker’s iris, which should be in bloom.
LEADER: Dr. Alan Lewis, Science Department, University of 
Maine, Machias; Boat Captain Barna Norton, Jonesport (497'5933).
Summer Field Trips
J. The Ecology of the Waterboro Barrens
(Waterboro/Shapleigh)
WHEN: Saturday, June 29, 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.
MEET AT: Newfield Town Office, Route 11 in Newfield 
just west of Bridge Street.
COST: $15 per person 
LIMIT: 15 people (Moderate)
The Conservancy has an option to purchase 1,100 acres of 
the Waterboro Barrens, a fascinating mosaic of pine-covered 
hills, scrub oak thickets, frost pockets, streams, and wetlands. 
The Barrens is an outstanding example of pitch-pine scrub-oak 
woodland, the most threatened forest system in New England. 
Our guide will help us understand the complex relationships at 
work in the pine barrens, including the important role that fire 
plays in the system.
LEADER: Barbara Vickery, Chapter Director of Science and 
Stewardship.
6. Rafting the Dead River (The Forks)
WHEN: Sunday, June 23, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. (8 a.m. for 
breakfast)
MEET AT: Voyagers Whitewater Headquarters (cedar 
shingle house) on the left side of Route 201 in The Forks 
COST: $95 per person (includes breakfast, snacks on the 
river, wetsuit, gourmet meal, and sauna afterwards) 
LIMIT: 18 people: minimum age 13 (Moderate)
Get your family and friends together for a day of rafting the 
Dead River and make a significant contribution to The Nature 
Conservancy at the same time! Through the generosity of our 
hosts, all receipts from this trip go directly to the Maine Chap­
ter. Sign up your group and get ready to experience the special 
beauty of the undeveloped Dead River valley and the longest 
stretch of continuous whitewater in New England!
LEADER: John Kokajko, founder of Voyagers Whitewater (663- 
4423), renowned for his hospitality as well as his rafting skills.
7 • Damariscove Island I (Boothbay)
WHEN: Sunday, July 14, 8:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. 
(Note: this trip also offered on Friday, August 23) 
MEET AT: Shop ’N’ Save, Route 27, just before Boothbay 
Harbor
COST: $35 per person 
LIMIT: 25 people (At sea/on shore)
Damariscove Island, the oldest permanent settlement in 
Maine, still shows signs that it was once a bustling fishing 
community. Today, however, the island’s most notable residents 
are seabirds (including a large colony of common eiders) and 
numerous muskrats. Come explore the old foundations, rocky 
upland, and seashore on this nearly treeless, two-mile long 
island. A guided natural history walk will be offered.
LEADERS: The Conservancy’s resident team of Caretaker/ 
Naturalists. Boat transportation: Boothbay Steamship Company, 
Boothbay Harbor (633-2500).
b. The Islands of East Penobscot Bay (Deer Isle) 
WHEN: Saturday, July 27, 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
MEET AT: Public Boat Landing, Sunset 
COST: $30 per person 
LIMIT: 18 people (At sea/on shore)
The Maine Chapter has protected over a dozen islands in East 
Penobscot Bay, a remarkably beautiful area abounding with 
wildlife. Watch for eagles as we cruise past Bradbury Island 
Preserve on our way to Pickering Island, which has been under 
conservation easement to the Conservancy since 1986. The 
owners of Pickering have generously granted us special permis­
sion to explore the old fields and foundations of this magnificent 
225-acre island. Bring a lunch to eat on one of the island’s 13 
sand and gravel beaches.
LEADER: Peter Blanchard, Conservancy steward and naturalist; 
Boat Captain Robert Quinn (348'2817) ■
9. Mattagodus Canoe Trip (Webster Plantation) 
WHEN: Saturday, August 10, 9 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. 
MEET AT: Route 170, 3 miles south of Kingman, at bridge 
across Mattagodus Stream.
COST: $15 per person 
LIMIT: 14 people (Moderate)
The fen surrounding Mattagodus Stream, a tributary of the 
Mattawamkeag River, is home to at least ten plants and animals 
considered rare or endangered in Maine, including the Dorcas 
Copper butterfly. A four-mile stretch of this pristine waterway 
was permanently protected last year as part of the larger Nah- 
makanta transaction negotiated by The Nature Conservancy for 
the Land for Maine’s Future Board.
Have you ever wondered what it’s like to swing a butterfly 
net? Now’s your chance! Join us for a leisurely canoe trip 
upstream and learn more about the remarkable Lepidoptera that 
call this wetland sanctuary home.
Participants must provide their own canoe and gear. 
LEADER: John Albright, Natural Heritage Program Director.
10. Old-growth Forest Ecology of Big Reed Forest 
Reserve (T8R10.T8R11, WELS)
WHEN: Saturday, August 17, 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.
MEET AT: Four Seasons Motel, 207-435-8255, Presque Isle 
Road, Ashland
COST: $35 per person 
LIMIT: 15 people (Strenuous)
At 4,813 acres, the Big Reed Forest Reserve is the chapter’s 
largest preserve and the largest remaining stand of old-growth in 
the northeast. As we make our way to Big Reed Pond, our guides 
will help us appreciate the complex interrelationships of an old- 
growth forest ecosystem and the opportunity it offers for scientific 
research.
LEADERS: Barbara Vickery, Chapter Director of Science and 
Stewardship; member, Big Reed Science Advisory Group.
Summer Field Trips
1 1. Damariscove Island II (Boothbay) 
WHEN: Friday, August 23, 8:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.
(Note: this trip also offered Sunday, July 14) 
MEET AT: Shop’N’ Save, Route 27, just before Boothbay 
Harbor
COST: $35 per person
LIMIT: 25 people (At sea/on shore)
Please see description for trip # 7.
LEADERS: The Conservancy’s resident team of Caretaker/ 
Naturalists. Boat transportation: Boothbay Steamship Company, 
Boothbay Harbor (633-2500).
1 2. Ecology of the Kennebunk Plains (Kennebunk) 
WHEN: Saturday, August 24, 10 a.m. to 12 p.m. 
MEET AT: 1-95, Exit 3 Southbound, West Kennebunk 
COST: $10 per person 
LIMIT: 15 people (Easy)
The Kennebunk Plains is a 1,500-acre sandplain grassland 
that supports the world’s largest population of the northern blaz­
ing star. At the time of our trip, the Plains should be ablaze with 
the purple blossoms of this rare flower. As we tour the Plains, we 
will learn about the many other uncommon plant and animal 
species found here, the dependence of the grassland community 
on fire, and the history of the property’s protection by the State 
of Maine and The Nature Conservancy.
LEADER: Barbara Vickery, Chapter Director of Science and 
Stewardship.
13. Mushroom Hunting at Fernaid’s Neck
(Lincolnville/Camden) 
WHEN: Saturday, September 7, 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
MEET AT: Fernaid’s Neck Preserve parking lot 
COST: $15 per person 
LIMIT: 15 people (Easy)
The shady pine and hemlock stands and thick hardwood 
forests of the Fernaid’s Neck Preserve on Megunticook Lake 
are a lovely place to hunt for fall mushrooms. Our guides will 
offer an introduction to the identification of mushrooms and 
edible wild plants as we hike several miles of the preserve’s 
trails. Bring a lunch to enjoy on the shore of Megunticook Lake.
LEADERS: Michaeline Mulvey and Caryl Widdowsan, members of The 
Maine Mycological Association; Dimitri Stanciosf, mushroom hunter.
14« Nahmakanta Lake Wilderness Exploration
(TIRU WELS) 
WHEN: Friday through Sunday, September 13-15, 4 p.m.
Friday to 3 p.m. Sunday
MEET AT: North Maine Woods gate on Jo-Mary Road. 
(Go north on Route 11 from Brownville Junction, 16 
miles to sign for “Jo-Mary Campground” on left. Turn 
left to gate.)
COST: $175 per person (includes lodging, breakfasts, 
dinners, and canoes)
LIMIT: 12 (Moderate)
Come explore the remote wilderness of the Nahmakanta 
Lake region. Over 31,000 acres of mountains, forests, rivers, and 
lakes have been protected through negotiations by The Nature 
Conservancy on behalf of the Land for Maine’s Future Board. 
We will stay at Nahmakanta Lake Cabins (rustic log cabins 
shared by 4-6 people, with gas lights, outhouses, and no tele­
phones or electricity) and be treated to generous home-cooked 
meals. Spend the day hiking up Nesuntabunt Mountain, canoe­
ing Nahmakanta Lake, fishing, or relaxing on your porch with a 
book and binoculars. This is your chance to experience the 
North Maine woods of a bygone era!
LEADER: Jim Dow, Maine Chapter Director of Land Protection.
15. Waterboro Barrens - Look out for Lepidoptera!
(Waterboro/Shapleigh)
WHEN: Sunday, September 29, 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
MEET AT: Newfield Town Office, Route 11 in Newfield 
just west of Bridge Street.
COST: $15 per person 
LIMIT: 15 people (Moderate)
It is likely that the Waterboro Barrens, under option to The 
Nature Conservancy, harbors more rare species than any other 
Conservancy preserve in Maine. It is the Lepidoptera—butter­
flies and moths—that give the Barrens this distinction. Many 
Lepidopteran species require either pitch pine or scrub oak, the 
Barrens’ dominant plant species, for food.
While most moths fly earlier in the summer, and late in the 
day, the buckmoth—a large species with bold black, red and 
white coloring—chooses to conduct its courtship midday in 
September. Though never before found in Maine, the buckmoth 
is likely to occur at the Waterboro Barrens; join us in hiking the 
Barrens as we pursue this elusive species, while our guide helps 
us appreciate the ecology of this fascinating natural area.
LEADER: John Albright, Natural Heritage Program Director.
16. Hawk Watching at Mount Agamenticus (York) 
WHEN: Saturday, October 5,9:30 a.m. to approximately 2 p.m. 
MEET AT: Summit of Mount Agamenticus, York
COST: $15 per person
LIMIT: 15 people (Moderate)
Offering a sweeping view from the White Mountains to the 
coastal lowlands, Mount Agamenticus figures prominently on the 
southern Maine landscape. Its unusual ecological features and 
recreational values earned its recent protection by the Land for 
Maine’s Future Board with the help of The Nature Conservancy.
Because of its elevation and location near the coast, Mount 
Agamenticus serves as a landmark for thousands of migrating rap­
tors in the fall. Weather depending, we could see hawks, eagles, 
falcons, and vultures on their southbound flight. We will also 
have time to explore the mountain’s unusual forest community.
LEADERS: Peter Vickery, research ornithologist; Ron Nowell, York 
selectman and avid proponent of Mount Agamenticus’s protection.
* * *
In addition, the Maine Chapter’s preserve staff and local 
volunteers will offer periodic guided walks at the following 
Conservancy preserves:
• BARRED ISLAND
• CROCKETT COVE WOODS
• INDIAN POINT BLAGDEN
• SEAWALL BEACH/MORSE MOUNTAIN
• WATERBORO BARRENS
Look in your Summer newsletter for information on meeting places 
and times for trips to these preserves.
Field Trips Summer 1991
Registration
Clip and mail 
with check to:
Maine Chapter
P.O. Box 338
Topsham, Maine 04086
Phone: 207 - 729-5181
TRIP NAME & DATE TRIP NO.
NUMBER 
PERSONS
PRICE 
PER PERSON
AMOUNT 
DUE
______________________________________ Total amount enclosed__________________
NAME
_______________________________________________________________ TELEPHONES: WORK______________________________  
ADDRESS
_______________________________________________________________ HOME______________________________
ZIP 
Please give a second choice; if your first choice is full, we will apply the fee to your next preference.
Reservations
Reservations with full payment must be made in writing 
or in person, not by phone. Reservations are accepted on 
a first come, first served basis. You will receive a letter 
confirming your reservation(s) and providing you with any 
additional directions you may need for each trip. If you 
suspect a trip may be full, please call first to check before 
sending in your money.
If you have your heart set on a 
particular trip, send your registration 
in at once because trips fill up quickly.
Cancellations
The Nature Conservancy reserves the right to cancel any 
trip. If we must do so, reservation fees will be refunded 
and we will make every effort to notify you. Due to 
minimal registration fees, cancellations made by you will 
not be refunded and cannot be considered a contribution 
for tax purposes. Please let us know if you will be unable to 
go on a trip so that someone on the waiting list may take 
your place. Land trips will be held rain or shine. Boat trips 
are weather-dependent; if in doubt, contact the boat captain 
directly.
Please note: In order for us to notify you of any cancel­
lations, we must have a phone number where we can reach 
you during the week or on the weekend. If you are vacation­
ing in Maine and are unable to provide us with a telephone 
number, please call us during business hours (8:30 a.m. to 
5:00 p.m., Monday through Friday) if there is any doubt 
that the trip will take place.
Rates: Same rates apply for children and adults. The 
prices reflect the direct costs of the trip and indirect costs 
of processing reservations.
Wish List
• IBM-compatible personal computer
• Large wooden desk
• File cabinets
• Donated storage space and/or 
storage shelving
• Lopping or pruning shears
• Pen and ink set for line drawings
• Miscellaneous art supplies
• Posture stool/chair
*
Maine Legacy Quarterly
The Maine Chapter Board of Trustees 
and Staff have decided to change the 
production of Maine Legacy from 
bimonthly to quarterly. We hope that 
this will please those of you who already 
face a daily mountain of paper in your 
mailbox.
Thank-Yous
Great thanks to Susan Blood of Harp­
swell for working with Topsham high 
school students on a volunteer commu­
nity project;
We are immensely grateful to Peter 
Blanchard of Somesville for hitting the 
road with the Conservancy slide shows 
and getting our message out to school 
groups and college staff members.
HOW DO WE KNOW WHEN A SPECIES ISN’T “THERE”?
The Lost and Found of Rare Species 
by John Albright, Director, Maine Natural Heritage Program
Little Emma “lost” her shoe the other day. We were late, and so we looked 
frantically all over the house and final­
ly found it (inside the salad spinner in 
the bottom desk drawer). Ordinarily, 
with shoes, keys, and kids, for example, 
when we find what we’re looking for, we 
feel relieved, and we stop looking. Not 
so for rare things.
The job of the Heritage Program is 
finding rare things—species and natu­
ral communities. Not finding something 
tells us a lot about where it isn’t, and that 
is, indeed, useful information. We call 
it “negative data”. But the object is to 
find it, so we keep looking. And even 
when we do find it, the work isn’t over— 
it is just beginning.
When we find a rare species or 
community we are comforted in know­
ing it exists at that particular place, but 
we are faced with other important ques­
tions: where else does it occur? is it real­
ly and truly rare? how rare is it? is it 
threatened or in danger of extirpation? 
The answers, of course, have a direct 
effect on the activities of The Nature 
Conservancy (see sidebar).
So, even though we have more than 
3,000 individual records of rare species 
in Maine, the Natural Heritage Pro­
gram continues to search. And we con­
tinue to make new discoveries, each of 
which adds incrementally to our grow­
ing knowledge of Maine’s rare plants, 
animals, and natural communities.
Last summer, using funds provided by 
the Office of Comprehensive Planning, 
the Heritage Program conducted inten­
sive surveys in three separate regions of 
Maine. The results were both startling 
and disturbing. One of the startling finds 
was the fifth occurrence in Maine of 
the small round-leafed orchid, a pink- 
spotted northern orchid, more than 100 
miles south of the four previously known 
sites, all of which occur within a 10- 
mile radius in the vicinity of Caribou. 
Good news for the orchid. But now we 
have to reassess our understanding of 
this plant, and of where else it might 
occur within those 100 miles of cool 
bogs. Back to the field we go.
The disturbing result is echoed in the 
refrain from the fieldworkers: “If only 
we’d looked 10-15 years ago; most of 
the more promising areas [based on aeri­
al photos and maps] have been devel­
oped, cut, or otherwise altered.” It is as 
important as ever to determine quick­
ly where the sensitive natural areas occur 
in Maine, before they are lost to devel­
opment. Back to the field we go.
“Similar underwing" moth, Catacola 
similis, at the Waterboro Barrens.
One of the regions we surveyed 
included most of southern Oxford 
County, a botanically rich and, accord­
ing to most accounts, “thoroughly 
botanized” area. Prior to our survey, we 
knew of 254 records for rare plants and 
natural communities in this region. Yet, 
with intensive pre-fieldwork planning 
using aerial photos, soils, topographic, 
and geologic maps, local knowledge, 
and new understanding gleaned from 
data already logged into the database, 
field workers added 114 new records, a 
45% increase in our knowledge of rare 
features in that portion of Oxford Coun­
ty. And the field workers complained 
that they were simply unable to get to 
all the areas that showed promise. Back 
to the field we go.
It is unlikely that we will soon stop 
looking for rare things, because it is 
clear we have so much yet to learn. The 
dilemma is to know when you’ve found 
all there is to find, or to know when to 
stop looking for something that isn’t 
there. If only we had an algorithm or 
some fancy calculations into which we 
could plug our existing data to know 
when to stop. Until such a cool and 
objective method exists, however, we 
must adhere to the Zen of heritage pro­
gram inventory and keep telling our­
selves, “I won’t believe it isn’t here until 
I don’t find it”.
Scoring Natural Areas: 
How the Conservancy 
Sets Conservation 
Priorities
he Nature Conservancy’s prior­
ities are not random. They are 
based on careful consideration of all 
the available information, and rep­
resent the collective efforts of scores 
of scientists and fieldworkers.
Each year, in late winter, the Nat­
ural Heritage Program and The 
Nature Conservancy hold the annu­
al “Scorecard Meeting” to determine 
the conservation priorities for the 
Conservancy in the coming year.
Every species and natural commu­
nity (or “element”) that occurs in 
Maine is assigned a rank by the Her­
itage Program that reflects its relative 
rarity in Maine. The ranks are based 
primarily on the known and expect­
ed number of occurrences for each 
species or community in Maine, but 
we also consider the perceived level 
of threats for each feature. In addi­
tion to these element ranks, every 
known occurrence for each feature is 
also ranked based on its condition, 
quality, defensibility, and viability.
At the end of each field season, all 
new data from all the cooperating 
scientists and biologists are processed 
into the Heritage Program’s data­
base—the Biological and Conserva­
tion Database. To prepare for the 
scorecard meeting, the Heritage Pro­
gram asks the computer to sort every 
known occurrence for all species and 
communities in Maine. The result 
is a comprehensive listing of all the 
rarest features in Maine beginning 
with the best occurrences of the rarest 
elements.
With this listing, Nature Conser­
vancy and Heritage Program staff 
discuss each of the rarest features, 
summarize new information on 
threats, management needs, inven­
tory needs, protection opportunities, 
and thereby determine which sites in 
Maine are most in need of conser­
vation action by the Conservancy.
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Making a 
Difference in 
Bolivia
The Conservancy and 
Fundacion Amigos de la 
Naturaleza
Bolivia is a land of astonishing eco­logical richness. With more than 
70 percent of the country lying within 
the rich Amazon Basin, the country 
possesses an unusual variety of life forms 
and ecosystems, including lowland and 
mountain tropical rain forests, vast wet­
lands, and fertile savannahs.
Tragically, many of Bolivia’s Amazon 
Basin ecosystems are threatened by cat­
tle ranching, farming, timber exploita­
tion, hunting, and colonization based 
upon migratory or slash-and-bum agri­
culture practices. Numerous species of 
plants and animals, as well as the wel­
fare of local villages, are at risk.
In 1975, to protect Bolivia’s rich nat­
ural diversity, the Bolivian government 
officially established a national park sys­
tem. Today, this system includes 23 
parks, yet only four currently receive 
financial support, have management or 
law- enforcement staff present, and have 
marked boundaries. Due to this lack of 
existing park infrastructure, poaching,
colonization, and timber extraction pose 
serious threats to the integrity of all 23 
parks. These remarkable lands are clear­
ly in jeopardy. •
Fortunately, Bolivian conservation 
leaders concerned with the fate of their 
country’s natural resources formed the 
Fundacion Amigos de la Naturaleza 
(FAN) to provide the management and 
protection needed within the young 
and vulnerable national park system. 
Founded in 1988, FAN collaborates 
with the Bolivian government, other 
Bolivian non-governmental organiza­
tions, and the international conserva­
tion community to protect Bolivia’s nat­
ural diversity. FAN’s primary goals are 
to ensure on-the-ground protection for 
Bolivia’s national parks and to expand 
the system of protected areas from the 
current two percent to at least ten per­
cent of Bolivia’s national territory.
The Maine Chapter, FAN, 
and Bolivia’s Parks
Recognizing the grave importance of 
protecting Bolivia’s Amazon Basin and 
its indescribably rich natural diversity, 
the Maine Chapter has recently pledged 
support of FAN’s blossoming conserva­
tion efforts. During the next two years, 
the Maine Chapter will provide funds 
to help FAN meet the management 
needs for two of Bolivia’s most spec­
tacular—and most threatened— 
parks, Amboro and Noel Kempff 
national parks.
Amboro National Park, encom­
passing 1,550,000 acres, is perhaps 
the most vulnerable of Bolivia’s 
parks. Located at the foothills and 
the lower mountains of the Andes 
near the city of Santa Cruz, it is 
under great pressure from illegal 
colonization, logging, rice farming, 
road construction, and 
hunting.
Occupying a unique 
transition zone in the 
Andes mountain range, 
Amboro National Park 
contains mountainous 
tropical forests, abrupt 
cliffs of 2,000 meters in 
height, fertile plains, 
and forested lowlands. 
These extensive ecosys-
Bolivia:
1. Amboro National Park, 
1,550,000 acres
2. Noel Kempff Mercado National 
Park, 2,272,000 acres
terns are home to such noteworthy and 
exotic species as the spectacled bear, 
Andean cock-of-the-rock, harpy eagle, 
Andean condor, southern homed guan 
and red-fronted macaw. A bird-lover’s 
paradise, the park boasts well over 500 
species of birds and provides critical 
breeding grounds for various parrots and 
eight species of currasaws and guans.
FAN has signed an agreement with 
the Bolivian government to coopera­
tively manage Amboro Park. With the 
Maine Chapter’s financial assistance, 
FAN will hire park rangers and wildlife 
managers and purchase needed equip­
ment to realize its goals of protecting 
Amboro National Park’s irreplaceable 
natural features.
Noel Kempff National Park is locat­
ed at the Brazilian border nearly 400 
miles northeast of Santa Cruz. The most 
outstanding feature of the 2,272,400- 
acre park is a Precambrian sandstone 
escarpment that rises abruptly to 2,000 
feet above a mosaic of grasslands, trop­
ical forests, and spectacular waterfalls. 
Noel Kempff occupies a transitional 
zone that bridges drier, lower-elevation 
ecosystems with wetter, mountainous 
forests and plains.
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Noel Kempff’s rich natural diversity 
includes tapir, capybara, jaguar, giant 
otter, black caiman, bush dog, giant 
armadillo, marsh deer, maned wolf, and 
an estimated 700 bird species. The park’s 
lower elevation forests contain mahogany, 
oak, cedar, rubber, Brazil nut, and other 
economically important tree species.
The location and size of Noel Kempff 
Park requires constant patrolling, and 
over the past decade small towns and vil­
lages have sprung up along the park’s bor­
der in Brazil. In addition, timber extrac­
tion, gold mining, road construction, and 
the illicit wildlife trade have altered the 
Park’s forests and landscapes, and severe­
ly increased the levels of river 
pollution and soil erosion.
To reverse these destruc­
tive trends, FAN is working 
with the Bolivian govern­
ment to establish a perma­
nent presence within the 
park boundaries. With help 
from the Conservancy, FAN
has purchased the park’s only 
remaining inholding, a 
25,000- acre ranch to serve as 
headquarters for the park. 
FAN has also hired rangers, 
purchased vehicles and sup­
plies, and is beginning to con­
duct border surveys and mark 
boundaries to inhibit illegal 
activities and ensure accurate 
patrolling. With the finan­
cial support of the Maine 
Chapter members, this criti­
cal work will continue.
The ultimate hope is that 
erations to come. The task of preserving
Maine Chapter Hosts
Latin American Leaders- Please Join Us!
The week of May 13, the Maine Chapter will welcome the conservation leaders of its partner organizations 
from Bolivia, Panama and Mexico, as well as members of the
Conservancy’s Latin America Division. On May 16, Hermes Justiniano of 
Fundacion Amigos de la Naturaleza (Bolivia), Juan Carlos Navarro of Ancon 
(Panama), Juan Bezaury of Amigos de Sian Ka’an (Mexico), and Juan Car­
los Seijo and Joanne Andrews of Pronatura (Mexico), will be the featured 
speakers at the World Affairs Council in Portland.
We hope you will join us to meet these leaders and learn about their efforts 
to protect the Latin American rain forests from an otherwise-disastrous fate.
For more information on this event, contact Johanna Thomas at the Chap­
ter office, (207) 729-5181.
We Are Qrateful For...
Corporate Support:
An annual gift of $100 or more qualifies 
a business as a corporate member of the 
Maine Chapter. We are pleased to have 
received support from the following:
Exxon Corporation
KPMG Peat Marwick
New England Business Service, Inc.
Foundation Support:
We are grateful for the support of the fol­
lowing foundations:
CIGNA Foundation
O’Donnell Iselin Foundation
Albert Otten Foundation Trust
Quaker Oats Foundation
New Life Members:
Any gift of $1,000 or more to the Maine 
Chapter Land Preservation Fund provides a 
life membership for the donor and spouse in 
The Nature Conservancy. All such gifts fur­
nish a long-term source of support to help 
save land here in Maine.
Mr. & Mrs. Robert B. M. Barton
Mrs. Amos Eno
William Lee
Mrs. B. F. Lockwood
Harry Neilson
Mary Small
Mr. & Mrs. Carrol Voss
Mr. & Mrs. Keith Willoughby
Kent W. Wommack &. Gro M. Flatebo
Memorials:
Gifts in memory of the following indi­
viduals have been received by the Maine 
Chapter:
John & Louise Adams
David Barnes
Imogene Doss
John Fuller, Jr.
Gladys Go ver
Francis Grey
Mark Ingraham, Jr.
David Kayser
F. Stanley Smith
Milton Smith
Eugene St. Clair
Mary Pepper Thomas
Maine Legacy, Spring 1991-9
How the Bulls
Can Protect the Bears
The bulls have been running on Wall Street 
lately. Stock prices are near historic highs. But 
the bears...and other, more endangered 
species...are running out of room to roam.
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Put the bulls to work protecting bears: consider a 
gift of appreciated stock to the Maine Chapter. 
You will help protect Maine’s endangered plants 
and animals while 
enjoying the considerable
advantages of deducting the (newly enhanced) 
market value of the donated stock.
It’s easy. By working with banks and brokerage 
houses, the Conservancy’s finance department 
can transact a gift of securities quickly and 
inexpensively.. .so your gift will have as much 
impact as possible. Call or write for 
information:
Bill McCue
Maine Chapter, The Nature Conservancy 
P.O. Box 338, Topsham, Maine 04086 
207-729-5181
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Qet a Head Start on Summer!
Between April 15 and July 15, 1991, receive $2.00 off the original price
($17.95) of Maine Forever, second edition. 
Enjoy exploring this easy-to-use guide 
which includes history, maps, and special 
features to more than 60 Maine Chapter 
preserves.
Make checks payable to The Nature Conservancy ($15.95 per copy plus $2.00 
shipping. Maine residents add 5% sales tax of $.80) and mail with this coupon to 
Maine Forever, The Nature Conservancy, P.O. Box 338, Topsham, Maine 04086.
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